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Advent 
Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body, 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

Our theme for Advent is Come Now, O Prince of Peace from the hymn we will sing as 
we light the Advent Candles. Advent is a season of hope and expectant waiting, and we 
wait in prayer and worship, singing hymns of faith, serving others and working for 
peace for all, so that they also might have hope. Join us as we gather: 

 On Saturdays ~ 
  December 2:  A celebration of St. Nicholas at 4:30 PM 
    Dinner at 5:00 PM 
    Holden Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM 
      with lighting of the Advent Wreath 
  December 9: Childrenôs Christmas Program at 4:30 PM 
    Dinner at 5:00 PM 
    Holden Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM 
      with lighting of the Advent Wreath 
  December 16: Holden Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM 
      with lighting of the Advent Wreath 
  December 23: Holden Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM 
      with lighting of the Advent Wreath 
   

On Sundays ~ Services of Holy Communion at 8:15 and 11:00 AM (no 8:15 AM on Dec. 24); we light 
   the Advent wreath, sing the hymns of Advent and prepare our hearts for the coming of 
   the Lord. 

 

 Wednesday, December 13 ~ The Quiet Center ~ Thomas Keesecker ~ Candlelight with piano  
music for Advent, 6:30 PM, with dinner at 5:45 PM for all. (see article page 7) 

 

 Opportunities to Serve others ~  
   WATTS (Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter) ï December 16-23 
   Making Baskets for our Members in Special Care ï December 17, 9:45 AM (see article 
   on page 4) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartfest.com%2F12f84a5f6668f8c718f32c37440f02d8_curve-road-clip-art-vector-car-on-the-road-clipart-black-and-white_640-480.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2FY2FyIG9


OUR WORSHIP THIS MONTH 
 

Saturday, December 2, 2017 ï Grace Place ï 6:00 PM ï We gather for worship in the sea-
son of Advent with Holden Evening Prayer, an informal, musical service accompanied by piano, guitar 
and other instruments, and including the lighting of the Advent wreath and Holy Communion. On this 
evening worship is preceded by a celebration of St. Nicholas at 4:30 PM and inter-generational supper 
at 5:00 PM. 
 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 ï First Sunday of Advent ï The Advent season of hope and ex-
pectant waiting begins with the lighting of the Advent Wreath and singing Advent hymns.  In the Gospel 
reading, Mark 13:24-37, Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in 
power and glory to end all suffering. The other readings are: Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9. 
Services of Holy Communion are at 8:15 and 11:00 AM. 
 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 ï Grace Place ï 6:00 PM ï We gather for worship in the season of Advent with 
Holden Evening Prayer, an informal, musical service accompanied by piano, guitar and other instru-
ments, and including the lighting of the Advent wreath and Holy Communion. On this evening worship is preceded by the 
Childrenôs Christmas Program at 4:30 PM and supper at 5:00 PM. 
 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 ï Second Sunday of Advent ï John called people to repent, to clear the decks, 
to completely reorder their lives so that nothing would get in the way of the Lordôs coming. The reading from Isaiah 40:1-11 
gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the com-
ing one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, 
ñSee, your God is coming!ò  Other readings are: Psalm 85:1-2,8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a, and Mark 1:1-8. We gather for two ser-
vices of Holy Communion, 8:15 AM and 11:00 AM 
 
Saturday, December 16, 2017 ï Grace Place ï 6:00 PM ï We gather for worship in the season of Advent 
with Holden Evening Prayer, an informal, musical service accompanied by piano, guitar and other instruments, and in-
cluding the lighting of the Advent wreath and Holy Communion.  
 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 ï The Third Sunday of Advent ï In the Gospel reading, John 1:6-8, 19-28, 
Johnôs gospel describes Jesus as the ñlight of the world.ò John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who di-
rects attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. The other readings are: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Psalm 126, 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:16-24. Services of Holy Communion are at 8:15 and 11:00 AM. 
 
Saturday, December 23, 2017 ï Grace Place ï 6:00 PM ï We gather for worship in the season of Advent 
with Holden Evening Prayer, an informal, musical service accompanied by piano, guitar and other instruments, and in-
cluding the lighting of the Advent wreath and Holy Communion.  
 
Sunday, December 24, 2017 ï The Fourth Sunday of Advent ï In the Gospel reading, Luke 1:26-38, Luke 
makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people (Mary) from little known places (Nazareth). This king will 
not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in an animal stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a spe-
cial emphasis in his gospel. The other readings are: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Luke 1:46b-55, and Romans 16:25-27. One service 
of Holy Communion is at 11:00 AM. 
 
Sunday, December 24, 2017 ï Christmas Eve / the Nativity of Our Lord ï Godôs greatest gift comes as a 
baby in a manger. Angels announce the ñgood news of great joyò and proclaim Godôs blessing of peace. This blessing of 
peace, Jesus, brings salvation for all.  Join us for Candlelight festival worship with Holy Communion at 4:00 PM, 7:00PM, 
and 11:00PM; special musical prelude before each service. 
 
Monday, December 25, 2017 ï Christmas Day - On this Christmas morning the people of God gather to cele-
brate the birth of the Word made flesh, Christ our Lord. Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and angels; Johnôs 
gospel tells of the Word that dwells among us, full of grace and truth. The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the light 
shines in the darkness. It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made fleshðin the people of God gathered together 
as the body of Christ, and in the meal around the holy table. We go forth to be bearers of light as we proclaim this good 
news to all the ends of the earth. Readings for the day are: Isaiah 62:6-12, Psalm 97, Titus 3:4-7, and Luke 2:1-20.  
One festival service of Holy Communion will be at 11:00 AM. 
 
Saturday, December 30, 2017 ï Grace Place ï 6:00 PM ï Christmas Lessons and Carols ï Join us for a 
service of Lessons and Carols of the Christmas Season and Holy Communion. 
 
Sunday, December 31, 2017 ï First Sunday of Christmas (New Yearôs Eve morning) ï 11:00 AM 
ï Lessons and Carols of Christmas ï In the birth of Christ our Lord, the Word became flesh to live  
among us and bring salvation to the world. We hear the story of Christmas and sing carols as we gather for one service of 
Holy Communion at 11:00 AM. 
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Our Stewardship of Worship Sunday  School Grace Place 8:15 11:00 

October 22 118 (10/21) - 29 105 114 

October 29 200 (10/28) - 14 115 128 

November 5 No Sunday School (11/4) - no Grace Place     10:00 amð257 

November 12 128 (11/11) - 32 126 143 

FOR THE RECORD ñGrowing in the Grace of Givingò  
    Report of Offerings for 2017 

Anticipated 
Each  
Week 

            Given Each Week 
     
    Oct. 22              Oct. 29            Nov 5              Nov 12 

Anticipated 
Year-to-
Date 

Given  
Year-to-
Date 

  
$6,754 

 
$5,276 

 
$4,863.92 

 
$8,812 

 
$6,653 

 
$310,684 

 
$335,296.15 

  
$1,858 

 
$2,658.80 

 
$1,881.55 

 
$1,731.80 

 
$2,868.50 

 
$85,468 

 
$81,946.45 

  
$324 

 
$184.75 

 
$476 

 
$183 

 
$162.50 

 
$14,904 

 
$12,630.18 

  
$117 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$5,382 

 
$5,183 

  
$5,634 

 
$5,634 

 
$5,634 

 
$5,634 

 
$5,634 

 
$259,164 

 
$259,164 Revell Trust Income 

$298,622 budgeted for 2017. 

Covenant Income 
Income from fees, interest, grants,  
$6,200 budgeted for 2017.   

Faith Offerings 
Loose Cash/Check Giving 
$17,150 budgeted for 2017. 

Grace Offerings 
Non-pledged Envelope Giving 
$98,440 budgeted for 2017. 

Promised Offerings 
Pledged Envelope Giving 
$357,985 budgeted for 2017. 

Pony Express Update 
Thank you to all who have made finan-
cial commitments for Mission and Ministry 
in 2018. Your response is most helpful for 
the Finance Committee and Congregation 
Council for creating and presenting a spend-
ing plan for the Annual December Meeting of 
the Congregation. We are also grateful for the 
generosity of those who faithfully give with-
out making a written pledge. 
 

Valley Interfaith Council Dinner 
at Grace ~ All Invited 

 
Join people of other faith  
traditions for a meal on  

 
Monday,  December 4, 2017 

at 6:00 PM 

Closing of Financial Secretaryôs  
Record of Giving 

 
 The Financial Secretaryôs Records of 
Giving for 2017 will close on December 31, 2017.  
To be included on your 2017 Giving Statements, 
contributions for the 2017 tax year must be in 
the church office by December 31st or must be 
mailed to the church with a postmark of Decem-
ber 31st or before.   
 Any offerings received after that date 
will be posted in records for giving in 2018.  The 
IRS does not allow for any checks or gifts re-
ceived or postmarked after December 31, 2017, 
to be noted as a gift for 2017.   

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS 
 
All offerings received in envelopes marked 
ñChristmas Outreachò and all loose offerings 
at the Christmas Eve Services and the Christ-
mas Day service will be used for Service and 
Outreach Ministry to our local community. 
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FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH NEWS  

                 W.I.L.D. Women (Willing, Inviting, Loving, Disciples)  
          To meet Saturday, December 16th, 2017 at the Village At Orchard Ridge 
          10:00 am   cost is $15 (please make checks payable to Grace) 

           Hosted by Pat Preston 
We are continuing our Gift Card Ministry, ESL Gifts, TEAM Grace Gifts   

Please contact T. Shafferman to RSVP or to receive more information.   
We will also have a Gift Exchange for those who would like to participant $15 max                  

All Women of Grace and friends are welcome to attend! 
 

                  

Adult Winter FAITH FORMATION Opportunities. . .from 9:45-10:45 am 
 

The Wired Word - How is Scripture relevant today for our daily lives? Each Sunday morning we will 

gather for thought-provoking discussions as we relate current events with Scripture and theology.  To-

gether, we will:  Reflect on Scripture readings in light of contemporary events.  Share common thoughts 

and ideas.  Recognize diversity of thought among us. Materials will be sent ahead of time each week to 

participants through email. Now - Dec. 3rd, 2017 G.M.O.C. Assembly Hall Leader: Pastor George 

Sims. 
 

Baskets of Joy - On Sunday, December 17th adults are invited to the G.M.O.C. Assembly Hall with the 

Pastors to make baskets of Joy for Members In Special Care.  If you are able to provide any of the fol-

lowing, please contact T. Shafferman.  Chocolates, individual bags of nuts, oranges, apples, peppermints 

or candy canes, large print puzzle books, large print devotionals, stationary, pocket tissues, and anything 

you think might be fun and useful to our special members.  Once we fill and wrap our gifts, they will be 

sent off with participants to deliver that day.  Much thanks for your help with this Christmas Ministry. 
 

Young Adult Gathering - (If you consider yourself a Young Adult then you are one)  Young Adults will 

gather on Sunday, December 17th at 6:00 pm with a cover dish dinner at the home of Sara & Todd 

Power.   Please bring a $10 gift for a Thieves Christmas Gift Exchange for those who would like to   

participate.  For more info. please contact one of the Pastors or Sara Power at 540-722-2430 or   

powerhouse525@gmail.com 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study -  Dwelling In The Word - 7:30 am  Continental Breakfast served. 

Come together and prepare for worship on the coming Sunday by studying the Scripture readings ahead 

of time. Studying together helps Scripture come alive ð Leaders: Pastor Jonathan Boynton, Pastor Mar-

tha Sims and lay leaders from the group.   ALL ARE WELCOME!   
 

  
 

 
 

 

Women of Grace will gather again on  

Tuesday, December 19th 

10:30 am at the home of Pastor Sims  

For a Christmas Celebration!   

 All Women of Grace are invited to attend.   

Leader:  Pastor Martha Miller Sims 

Bible & Brew ð Adults are welcomed to attend 

Bible & Brew held at Piccadilly Brew Pub the fourth 

Monday of each month.  We will not meet in Dec. 

Next meeting is scheduled for 6:00 pm Monday, 

January 22nd.  Come for  fellowship and discussion.  

For more information contact Pastor Jonathan 

Boynton or T. Shafferman. 



FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH NEWS  
5 

YOUTH  MINISTRY EVENTS: 

[L±9 b!¢L±L¢¸ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
[ƛǾŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ  

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢Φ {ƘŀũŜǊƳŀƴ ŀǘ  
рпл-онт-рмфл ƻǊ 

ǘǎƘŀũŜǊƳŀƴϪƎǊŀŎŜǿƛƴΦƻǊƎ  

IŜǊŜ ²Ŝ /ƻƳŜ  
¢ƻ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΗ   

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴκ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ   

wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ - ƻƴ {ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦΣ нƴŘΣ 
фΥол - млΥол ŀƳ 

 

5ǊŜǎǎ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
CǊƛΦΣ 5ŜŎΦΣ уǘƘ р-т ǇƳ 

 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴ {ŀǘΦΣ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘ пΥол ǇƳ 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 3rd -  
National Christmas Tree Event & Ford Theater.  
You need to attend 8:15 am worship to attend this event.  
We will depart at 9:30 am and return by 8:45 pm.  Please 
sign-up today cost of trip is $20 for assistance please con-
tact T. Shafferman.  
 

Saturday, December 9th -   
Youth to serve dinner for our Advent Dinner.  
Please arrive by 4:15 pm wearing black & white.  Pick-up 
time is 6:45 pm 
 

Sunday, December 10th -   
Youth Christmas Party 12:15 - 3:00 pm.  Come 

for lots of games fun and food.  Winter Celebration Forms 
& Registration and Frederick County Social Services Gifts 
are due on this day. 
 

Sunday, January 7th -  
Jr. & Sr. Youth 12:15 - 2:00 pm.  Come for lunch 
and fun.  Meet in the Youth Room and bring 
friends. 
 

ADVENT GATHERING 1 - St. Nicholas Day is a festival in the Christian church observed on 
December 6th.  We will gather at 4:30 on December 2nd to hear the stories and history of St. 
Nicholas (Nicholas, Bishop of Smyrna) who lived in the mid-300ôs and is where the tradition of St. 
Nick began.  This event will be for children, youth and adults alike.  We will have an activity to go 
with the stories of this beloved Saint.  Dinner and Holden Evening Prayer will follow at 5pm, and 
6pm respectively. Join us for this first Advent Gathering of the season! 

Fed & Forgiven Class Offered-  Grace welcomes young children to commune in the sacrament 

given freely by God not as a reward for completing a class but, as a gift shared within the community of 

Godõs people.  If your child is of the age 5 through 2nd grade and would like to attend this offering on 

Sunday, December 10th at 12:30 pm in the Staff Room in the Admin. Building.  Please contact  

T. Shafferman to receive materials. 

Monday, December 18th -  
College Student Gathering - 10:00 am in 
the Staff Room.  We will help hang the candelabra 
& make lunch together for some well deserving    
Social Services Employees.  Then go enjoy a  
Mexican Lunch together.  

 
Sunday, January 7th 

5:00 - 8:00 pm 
G.M.O.C. Assembly Hall 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNhJj_2frWAhUC54MKHX_zCTcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F221520875402168236%2F&psig=AOvVaw2edEKvqavk8ppJ5djkQfU2&ust=1508434343948794
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In Our Prayers 
Members who have been in the hospital or are in 
need of our prayers of healing:   BJ Fawcett, Pastor 
Bill Boldin, Polly Manuel, Linda Matticks, and 
Erin Reeve. 
 
Prayers of Comfort 
Christian Sympathy is extended to Craig Addicks and 
family upon the death of his mother, Beatrice Ad-
dicks; to Brooks Nanna and family upon the 
death of her aunt Mary Alice Connolly; to Jim and 
Margaret Anderson, upon the death of their 
granddaughter, Jaime Quick.          . 
 
Thanks 
Dear Grace Lutheran Church 
   On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am writing to 
express my deepest gratitude for your donation of 
$300 to the ChildSafe CenterðCAC.  Your generous 
gift will allow the center to offer a child-focused ap-
proach to services for young victims of abuse and 
their non-offending caregivers.   
   With your assistance, the ChildSafe Centerï CAC 
can continue to provide a compassionate and effec-
tive alternative to traditional investigations by 
providing a safe and comfortable environment in 
which children may tell their stories and by facilitat-
ing coordinated investigations among law enforce-
ment, criminal justice, social services, advocacy 
groups, and the medical and mental health profes-
sions. 
   Again, thank you  for your assisting us in our efforts 
to create a community where children can flourish 
free from abuse and neglect.  Your support of our 
mission will truly help us touch the lives of children 
and help us portect those who cannot protect them-
selves. 
Respectfully, 
Kelly Bober 
Executive Director 
ChildSafe CenterðCAC 

 
To all involved with Faith Formation, GELC, 
   On behalf of the preschool staff, preschool board 
and all the families we serveðwe thank you for the 
monetary gift to help pay for new furniture.  The piec-
es offer a uniform and clean look to all the rooms in 
the building.  Students from the preschool, Sunday 
School, and Vacation Bible School will enjoy this gift 
for many years to come.  We invite you to come visit 
and see the beautiful environment you have helped to 
create for young children. 
With Great Thanks, 
Jennifer Strickler 
Preschool Director 
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Annual Business Meeting  
of the Congregation 

  

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
9:45 a.m. 

Grace Ministries Outreach Center - GMOC 
  

Items of Business: 
  

1. Election of Council Members Class of 2020, 
Youth Reps. for 2018,  and Mission Endow-
ment Board Member. 

2. Adoption of the Proposed Budget for 2018 
Support of  Mission and  Ministry. 

3. Approval of recommendations for funding 
not to exceed $250,000 for repairs to the 
Godfrey Miller Fellowship Center over an 18 
month period, January 2018 ï June 2019. 

HELP FUND OUR FOOD/GAS  
VOUCHER PROGRAM 

  

Our community outreach by Grace really needs 
your help.   On the first working day of every month 
members of the Service and Outreach Committee 
give food or gas vouchers to needy members of our 
community.  Many of our guests combine their gas 
vouchers and car pool, so they can get to their plac-
es of work.   Some of our guests are homeless and 
some have employment, but not enough salary to 
support and feed their families.   
      

Over the past few months, we have averaged over 
40 people coming to Voucher Day.   Currently, we 
give a $15 food or $10 gas voucher to each person 
who comes on Voucher Day.    We have some fund-
ing in the Church budget for this program, but the 
need for help has outgrown our budget funding.  If 
you would like to help those in need, who come to 
Grace for a voucher, please put your contribution in 
an envelope, marked for the Service and Outreach 
Voucher program and drop off at the church office 
or in the offering plate on Sunday.   
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                                 Grace Lutheran Preschool  

  

What a gift the Childrenôs Education Center has received!  Thanks in part to both Faith Formation and 
Grace Lutheran Preschool funds, all the classrooms have beautiful new furniture and learning carpets.  

Come visit and check it all out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of the children, families, and staff at  

Grace Lutheran Preschool we wish you a very Merry Christmas  

and a blessed New Year! 

Worship and Celebration Ministry Council is Calling! 
Worship Servers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild 

 
If you are interested in serving as communion assistant, communion preparer, or any other service related to 
worship, we need you! 
 
The Worship and Celebration Ministry Council is also putting together an Altar Guild and Flower Guild. Par-
ticipants will have tasks of preparing the chancel for worship each Sunday (care and changing of the para-
ments, checking and changing batteries for the sound system microphones, filling candles, etc.). Flower 
Guild volunteers will have responsibility for creating flower arrangements for worship. If you are interested 
in either or both serving opportunities, please email the church office with your name and role in which you 
are interested: grace@gracewin.org. 
 

Orientation for those interested in preparing Communion for worship  
will be offered on Sunday, December 3rd, immediately after the 8:15 service  

and at 10:30 AM before the 11:00 service. 

 
The Quiet Center 

Wednesday, December 13, 2017  
 

Soup and Sandwich Supper at 5:45 pm 
Candlelight Music at 6:30 pm 

 
We gather in the midst of Advent to join church musician, Thomas Keesecker, as 

he leads us in an hour-long evening of Advent music, song, and reflection featuring his music. Tom wrote a 
piano collection called The Quiet Center last Advent as a way of artistically coping with the noise of last 
yearôs election cycle. He recorded the collection in February; the book and CD are published with  
MorningStar Music.  
 Thomas Keesecker is the Director of Music at St Margaret Catholic Church in Bel Air, Maryland. He 
has served as a parish musician in both Lutheran and Roman Catholic settings in Virginia, Montana, and 
Maryland. His choral music is published by several publishers. He grew up in Germany and Northern Vir-
ginia and attended the Berklee College of Music in Boston and the Catholic University School of Music in 
Washington, D.C.    https://www.facebook.com/Thomas.Keesecker.composer/ 

Reminder! 
You can still order Scrip Card Gift Cards for many 
different retailers and restaurants if you need last 
minute holiday gifts!  We will put our last order for 
the year in on December 8th.  Order forms are 
hanging on the preschool bulletin board. 

mailto:grace@gracewin.org
https://www.facebook.com/Thomas.Keesecker.composer/


Historical Tidbit:   William Edward Eisenberg was a poet 
 The past few months I have shared many facts about the life and pastorate of William Eisenberg, pastor 
of Grace from 1944 until 1967.  He authored three well-researched books and wrote many articles for publica-
tion.  He naturally wrote thousands of sermons.  The Archives has two poems that he wrote which are present-
ed below.   
 The poem on Martin Luther is a tribute to the man identified with the Lutheran Church and the 
Protestant Reformation, begun 500 years ago in 1517.  Our congregation has marked the occasion this year 
with hymns, sermons, and special programs.  Dr. Eisenberg wrote the poem in November 1983 to celebrate the 
500th  anniversary of Lutherôs birth in 1483. 
 The poem titled ñHoly Nightò was written in 1942 while he was pastor of College Lutheran Church, Sa-
lem, Virginia.  As you read it, make the transition from the end of one church year to the beginning of the next 
as we prepare in Advent to celebrate the coming of the ñLord of Gloryò in the season of Christmas. 

Mary Froehlich 
 Archivist  

8 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
  

Opportunities for donating 
Chancel Flowers are 
available on November 26, 
December 17 and the entire 
month of January.  
 
Please note:  After 20 plus 

years, our florist  has needed to make changes 
to their  payment system and orders now 
require prepayment.  Call Joan in the church 
office (662-6678) for more details and/or to 
reserve your Sunday!  
  

Tables of Grace  
will wrap up the year 
with Breakfast on: 

 
Saturday, December 30, 2017 

9:00 a.m. at 
Firefly Caf® 

3035 Valley Ave, Suite 101 
Winchester, VA  22601 

(across from JoS. A. Bank in Creekside 
Shopping Center) 

www.fireflycafebakery.com 
540-450-8544 

This gem (both for itôs food and purpose) gets a 
4.5/5 rating from Yelp.  (48 reviews) 

 
R.S.V.P. to Kay Hallett  

by noon on Friday, December 29th 
703-795-0740 

khallet2@comcast.net 

  Martin Luther   
                by William Edward Eisenberg 
For full five hundred years does Luther live! 
Although his death occurred, age sixty-two, 
And state and church with all their might did strive 
To quell his voice, and all his work undo. 
At Worms, the stand he took for conscienceôs sake, 
A blow for freedom of the spirit bound, 
Did cause, indeed, the very earth to quake, 
And since that day has turned the world around. 
His word, yet not his word, but Word of God, 
Was sword wherewith he waged his warfare strong; 
From darkest night in which mankind did plod, 
ñEin Feste Burgò he sang for battle song. 
Increasingly his clarion cry is heard: 
ñSalvation comes by faith in Godôs true Word.ò 

     Holy Night   
   by William E. Eisenberg 
Harken to the story Of that wondrous night; 
Shepherds see the glory Of a heavenly light: 
Angels sing their praises Unto God most high; 
Maryôs voice upraises Tendôrest lullaby. 
None is there to yield Him Shelter for His head; 
Beasts and cattle shield Him, lend a manger bed. 
Shepherds find Him lying nestled in the straw, 
Face of God espying in the Child they saw. 
Tell they forth the story of that wondrous night,  
How the Lord of Glory came, the worldôs true Light. 
Still He comes to mortals with good will and peace: 
Hearts throw wide your portal; let His love increase. 
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Welcome to our New Director of Music/Organist 
W. Dudley Oakes, DMA 

  
 The Director of Music/Organist Task Group has been prayerfully considering candidates for the 
position and re-structuring the music program for more than seven months.  On November 12, the group 
recommended to Congregation Council its choice for Director of Music/Organist and the new model for 
the music program. There will be two part-time staff members to equal a full-time equivalent. The Direc-
tor of Music/Organist will have a 25-hour work week. Council approved. 
  We joyfully announce Dudley Oakes as our new Director of Music/Organist. Dudley has been serv-
ing as our interim director/organist since September. He is a fine musician with many years of experience 
leading congregations in song through organ and directing vocal and bell choirs. He also has proficiency 
with Carillon bells which will be helpful with our Brevitt Chime.  He received a Doctor of Musical Arts in 
Organ Performance and a Master of Music in Organ and Church Music with a Minor in Music Theory 
from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  
  His professional career includes serving as Vice President for Sales and Marketing in the United 
States for Letourneau Pipe Organs based in Quebec, Canada, which he will continue to do while he serves 
at Grace.  He has been Assistant Professor of Music at Thiel (Lutheran) College, Greenville, Pennsylvania; 
Adjunct Associate Professor in Organ at Virginia Wesleyan College in Norfolk; and Adjunct Assistant Pro-
fessor in Organ and Theory at Shenandoah University in Winchester.  
 Equally exciting is the other part-time position.  We will be seeking Shenandoah University Con-
servatory Church Music or Music Education students to fill the new position of Childrenôs Music Coordi-
nator to provide music for children and youth in the congregation and Preschool. A search team involving 
the Director of Music, Pastors, Preschool Director, and Director of Faith Formation will begin its work 
soon with hopes of the position being filled in January. 
  In addition, we are entering a partnership with Shenandoah to offer scholarships for Church Mu-
sic and Music Education students to participate in our choirs and offer special music. This will both give 
the students experience and enrich our worship. 
 We will be recognizing Dudley as our Director of Music/Organist in worship on Sunday, December 
3. Please join us in welcoming him as our newest staff member! 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR WATTS 

 
 Our Church has been asked to host the guests of WATTS from December 16 to 23rd.  This is a 
change, we are now hosting from Saturday to Saturday morning. We will have the opportunity to share the 
real meaning of Christmas with a segment of the population that except for WATTS does not experience 
much joy all winter long.  
 If you have not been involved with the WATTS shelter and would like to know more about this min-
istry please contact me. We would love to have folks who have not taken part before so donôt be bashful. 
The only restriction is that all volunteers in the shelter must be a minimum of 18 years old. Of course, 
WATTS veterans are always welcomed. 
 Speaking of veterans, I donôt know what we would ever do without you. Please email me and let me 
know what you would like to do for our WATTS week. 
 We need folks to help set up and take down the shelter, provide dinners, lunches, and breakfasts. 
Provide snacks, fruit, drinks, activities and volunteer to be evening greeters and overnight support. There 
are many opportunities, the important thing is for you to join us in helping the unfortunate. 
  Everyone can help by donating travel size toiletry items like shampoo, conditioner, disposable ra-
zors, soap, deodorant, mouthwash, feminine care, and first aid items. There is a box in the first-floor lobby 
of the administration building under the Service and Outreach bulletin board where you can leave your 
contributions. If you are unable to participate in the above and want to help, a check made out to WATTS 
and placed in the offering plate will go a long way. 
 As always, I will be glad to answer your questions anytime. Please call 540-931-1487 or jcon-
rad@conraddevelopmentco.com. 
 
Thanks for caring.     
Peace      John Conrad    

mailto:jconrad@conraddevelopmentco.com
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Stephen Ministry 
 
St. Matthew said that at the last judgment Jesus will say these words: ñFor I was hungry and 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit meò Matthew 25:35-36).  One of the 
ways our congregation cares for others is through our trained Stephen Ministers, who go to 
those in need and care for them.  Please continue sharing in this ministry by praying for our 
Stephen Ministers and for their care receivers. 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Refugee Resettlement 2017 

 
  ñLife can only be understood backwards; 

  but it must be lived forwards.ò  -- Sßren Kierkegaard 
 

 It is with great joy that we congratulate Moataz Alnajar, the oldest 
son of our Syrian friends, on making the Honor Roll of Handley High School 
this fall and being inducted to the National Honor Society.  He has worked 
very hard and studied diligently for this achievement.  His success is espe-
cially noteworthy since English is his second language and he only started at 
Handley in the fall of 2016 after the familyôs arrival in Winchester.   
 We are also happy to report that the Alnajar Habitat house at 402 
Highland  Avenue is making progress.  As of Veterans Day, a contractor 
completed the exterior siding and gutters.  A volunteer team from Ryan 
Homes helped grade and seed the back yard and the parking pad in back of 
the house was completed. The Ryan Home team and regular volunteers 
(including members from the local mosque) are continuing wiring and duct 

work.  Getting the electrical, plumbing and HVAC systems ready for inspection is the next big step before 
insulation and wallboard can be installed. The Certificate of Occupancy requires that all work be 
done, inspections finished and permits in place so that lawyers, appraisers and surveyors can get the final 
paperwork ready in January.  If all goes well, the family will be able to move to their new home in late Jan-
uary or early February.  
 Please continue to pray for the Alnajar family and the work of Habitat for Humanity in our com-
munity and around the world. 

 

-- respectfully submitted by Jim Anderson and Barbara Rosenbaum for the Refugee Resettlement 
Committee 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   This recent photo of the house was                               Moataz Alnajar was inducted into the National Honor  Society.  
            taken on November 9.                  In the photo are just a few of the many volunteers/mentors who  
                    have been part of his journey this past year.  It was a very special 
                  evening for Moataz. 
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